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The annual Kingston Lions Ice Fishing Contest was held Saturday,
February 1. Winners included: 1st, Bailee Hedke, Litchfield; 2nd, Cody
Mackereth, Kimball; 3rd, Shannon Caughey, Duluth; Largest Crappie,
Jeff Lloyd, Rogers; and Largest Sunfish, Cody Mackereth, Kimball.

DNR Stocked Walleye Fingerlings in Fall 2013

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources stocked over 36,000 walleye
fingerlings in Lake Francis in the fall of 2013. According to Gene Jeseritz, the
fingerlings were smaller than in previous years. Lake Francis is stocked with
walleye fingerlings once every three years. The next netting survey for Lake
Francis is scheduled for 2015. *Privately stocked in 2004.
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Year Species Size Number Perlb | Pounds
2013 |Walleye Fingerlings 36,455 41 889.1
2010 |Walleye |Fingerlings 21,386 23 940.0
2007 |Walleye Fingerlings 8,990 11 843.0
2004 |Walleye* |Fingerlings 21,437 25 871.0
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Lake Newsletter Goes

Electronic in 2014

Beginning in Summer 2014, the
summer and fall Lake Francis Area
Recreation & Conservation Club
newsletter editions will be delivered
electronically via e-mail. The winter/
spring issue will continue as a
printed publication mailed to all

lake residents.

The move to an electronic format
will save the lake association
approximately $700 per year. This
money will be re-allocated to the
“Invasive Species” fund.

To receive the newsletter via
e-mail, go to the LFARCC website
and click on the “E-News” tab.
(Follow the steps below to subscribe.)

The lake association takes your
privacy seriously and will not share
your e-mail address with others - it
will only be used for distribution of
the e-newsletter and other time-
sensitive information.

No computer? No problem. Contact
your area representative to receive a
printed copy of the newsletter.

TO SUBSCRIBE

1. Type your e-mail address in the
box at the bottom of the page; select
“Subscribe” and click the “Submit
Your Information” button.

2. You will receive an e-mail from
“newsletter@lakefrancisarcc.com”
with a link. You must click the link
to be subscribed.

3. A web-site will open and you
then will need to enter a two word
phrase to be subscribed. Once you
enter the correct phrases and click
“Subscribe Me!” you will receive a
confirmation e-mail from newslet-
ter@lakefrancisarcc.com”.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS/

AREA REPRESENTATIVES
Ranta Lane Phone
Nancy Friesen ................ 763-295-2332
Dianne Johnson.............. 320-275-4207
Melody Lane
Don Haupert................... 952-431-3180
Holly Edwards ............... 320-398-3045
Sunset Terrace
Joan Perusse.......c..c....... 320-236-2340
Joann Meyer................... 952-220-5884
Wildwood Terrace
Roger Berggren.............. 320-587-5292
Jan Anderson.................. 612-823-0654
East Shore
Jim Olsen .......cccoeeveennee. 320-236-7949
Holiday Beach
Bob Fleming................... 952-451-2538
Tony DeNucci................ 952-403-9155
Pirates Cove
Bernice Miller................ 320-236-7782
Rustic Ridge
Arden Krinke ................. 320-236-3721
Chuck Taci.....cccccuenuenneeee 952-200-0893
Hidden Forest
Tim Pivec....ccovvvvreennee. 320-398-6383
Mike Oesterreich............ 320-398-3231
Outlots
Janice Smith.................. 320-398-2594
OFFICERS
President........ccccevevennennen. Bob Fleming
Vice President..................... Jan Anderson
Secretary........cccceeeeeeeienenns Tony DeNucci
Treasurer.........ccceeuenee. Mike Oesterreich
VOLUNTEERS
Advertising ..........ccceceeneene Nancy Friesen
Tim Pivec
AIS Watch Teams............ Holly Edwards
DNR Rep &
Eagle Creek Maintenance........ Jim Olsen
Membership..........c........ Mary Lou Pivec
New Resident Packet........... Joan Perusse
Newsletter......ccovververeecrennenen. Ray Hirte
Jennifer Severson
Precipitation Data............. Wally Erickson
Sign Maintenance................ Bob Fleming
Special Projects .............. Roger Berggren
Water Testing ..........cceeuveneene. Brian Knox
Web Site ....cocvevvereneninnenne. Aaron Tatone

Thank you to the board, officers,
volunteers and the many others who
help in hosting special events.

Lake Association Volunteers Needed

Board members and volunteers are important to the ongoing success of our
organization and the fun activities we sponsor. Two important positions are
available in 2014. If you are interested in either opportunity, please contact any
of the Board Members/Area Representatives listed at left.

Board Secretary

The secretary position will be open starting in July 2014. This job includes
taking notes at the three association meetings and posting them for the board
and membership to review/view. The outgoing secretary is available to answer
any questions you may have about the job.

Lake Community Garage Sale Organizer
A volunteer is needed to chair this event or it will be cancelled.

July 4th Boat Parade Organizer

The July 4th Boat Parade was a long tradition on Lake Francis; however, in
recent years we’ve lacked a volunteer to head up the effort. Independence Day
is on a Friday in 2014 and the lake association would like to “relaunch” the boat
parade. An individual, family or group of friends are welcome to volunteer!

As they say, “many hands make light work.” If you or your family and friends

are interested in becoming involved with the lake association, please contact a
Board Member/Area Representative.

Lake Francis Rain & Snow Amounts

Recorded Water Levels
2004-2-16 to 2014-2-16

1049.5

Francis
x ] : : : ; ! 47000200
10490 . -----. ............ ........... ............ ............ ........... ........... .......... R :

1048.5

1048.0

Water Level (ft.)

1047.5 |-

1
) 5 2 > &
70> i 20> 28> 0>

1047.0 ; L i ;
SN Y i

Rain and Snow Data Courtesy of Wally Erickson, Lake Francis resident. Water Level Data Courtesy of the
MN Department of Natural Resources.

CROW awarded $124,200 to study
Lake Francis and Other Area Lakes

The Crow River Organization of Water (CROW) has a long history of

assessing water quality in its lakes and streams. The overall mission of CROW’s
comprehensive water resource program is to protect and improve the natural,
aesthetic, and recreational qualities of its lakes, rivers, and wetlands for

enjoyment by local and regional residents. A great many of these water resources

are impaired and do not meet state water quality standards, but there are some
key resources that enjoy good water quality.
CROW was awarded $124,200 from

the Minnesota Pollution Control

Agency to develop a diagnostic study for
key lakes and identify implementation
strategies for their protection and im-
provement. The project will focus on ten
lakes: Minnie-Belle, Manuella, Stella,
Lake Washington, Francis, West Sylvia,
East Sylvia, John,

Charlotte, and Martha. These lakes are
located throughout Meeker and Wright
counties which are part of lake chains in
which the whole chain is not impaired,
and the protection strategies developed
through this project will complement the
TMDL implementation efforts to focus
on comprehensively managing the chain
as a system.
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This project is important because all of
the lakes are significant components
because they provide quality water to
the North Fork Crow River which is
locally and regional important because
it empties into the Mississippi River 20
miles upstream from the Minneapolis Water Plant intake. The Mississippi
River provides drinking water to Minneapolis and is a premier smallmouth bass
fishery.

Watershed Rain Barrel Sale — Limited Supply

The CROW is taking pre-orders for rain barrels through April 4. The purchase of

a rain barrel is one way for landowners to help decrease runoff to your lake.
Rain barrels can capture and store roof runoff from small to medium size rain

events. Water stored in rain barrels can be used to water flowers, landscape areas

or irrigate lawns in between rain events.
As the water run over hard surfaces it can come into contact with a variety of
contaminants like: oil, salt, fertilizers, pesticides, bacteria and trash. As a result,

runoff contributes and effects local water quality. Disconnecting your downspout

can help reduce direct runoff from small rain events. The more people that use
rain barrels, the greater impact we have on improving our water quality in local
lakes and river.

The Rain Barrel Kit includes: barrel, mesh screen top, hoses and connections.
Pickup will be with the Meeker SWCD Tree Sale (anticipated to be April 26) at
the Meeker County Fairgrounds. The CROW has a limited supply; first come,
first serve. Please contact Charlene Brooks to order your barrel at 763-682-
1933 Ext.122 or Charlene.brooks@mn.nacdnet.net.

Portions of ten counties in Central Minnesota make up the Crow River
Watershed. To learn more, visit www.crowriver.org.




STAY SAFE:
Know Your Ice
Color Meanings

Although a useful indicator, color
alone should not be relied upon. For
instance, ice of any color subjected to
a running water force underneath will
be weaker than ice not subject to that
pressure. In general, you can surmise
the following from ice colors:

e Light gray to dark black: Melting
ice, occurs even if air temperature
is below 32°F. Not safe, its weak
density can’t hold a load, stay off.

® White to opaque: Water-saturated
snow freezes on top of ice forming
another thin ice layer. Most times
it’s weak due to being porous from
air pockets.

o Blue to clear: High density, very
strong, safest ice to be on if thick
enough, stay off if less than 4”
thick.

e Mottled and slushy or “rotten”
ice: Not so much its color but its
texture. This ice is thawing and
slushy. It is deceptive - it may
seem thick at the top but it is rot-
ting away at the center and base.
Most prevalent in spring, may be
showing signs of browns from
plant tannins, dirt and other
natural materials that are
resurfacing from thawing. Not
suitable for even a footstep.

Courtesy of WikiHow.com

DNR’s New Mobile Website is a
Boon to Outdoor Recreationalists

A new, one-of-a-kind website that employs extensive mapping resources to
help users locate hunting lands, state parks and forests and a wide range of other
recreational areas is now available on mobile devices such as phones and
tablets, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources announced.

After accessing the website at
www.mndnr.gov/mobile/compass, users can

m HEBFEﬂII“" Bllmllﬂﬁﬁ bookmark it among other favorites on their

Search by map

mobile device.

“The website helps you find opportunities for
recreation when you’re away from your
computer,” said DNR Commissioner Tom
Landwehr. “It not only provides you with the
location of recreation lands, but you can also
find information such as types of vegetation and
availability of trails and other resources.”

The mobile Recreation Compass features
more than 5.5 million acres of public lands
administered as state forest, wildlife manage-
ment areas, state parks and recreation areas,
waterfowl production areas, aquatic manage-
ment areas, and scientific and natural areas,
state trails, including water trails, Walk-In
access areas, hunter walking trails and nearly 3,000 public water access sites.

The mobile website has lake, river and stream names, as well as federal, state
and local highways and roads.

The agency opted to create the service as a mobile website instead of an app
because a mobile website is device independent and can be easily updated and
maintained. The mobile website runs on just about anything using a modern
web browser.

The Recreation Compass has been available on desktop and laptop computers
since 1998, but the mobile version was developed in 2013 and has been tested
extensively since last August.

The mobile Recreation Compass also links to other DNR mobile websites
such as LakeFinder and Fall Colors.

nesots Department of Natural Resources - Equal
ayer - State of Minnesota - Disclsimers, Legal Notioss
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Courtesy of MN Department of Natural Resources

Ice Shelter Removal Date March 4

o [f shelters are not removed, owners will be prosecuted, and the structure
and contents may be confiscated and removed, or destroyed by a conserva-
tion officer.

¢ After removal dates, shelters may remain on the ice between midnight and
one hour before sunrise only when occupied or attended.

¢ Storing or leaving shelters on a public access is prohibited

e [t is unlawful to improperly dispose of ice fishing shacks anywhere in the
state. Please clean up around your shack and check with local refuse pro-
viders or landfills for ice shelter disposal information.

SHARE YOUR BIG CATCH! Send your fishing photos

to lakefrancisnews@gmail.com.

Statewide MN COLA Group Pushes
Protecting Public Waters

(St. Paul, Minn.-January 7, 2014) Today, the Minnesota Coalition of Lake
Associations (MN COLA) is releasing its Legislative Agenda for consideration
in the 2014 Minnesota State Legislative Session.

The overall intention of our 2014 legislative platform is to protect the waters
of the state more effectively and more vigorously than in the past. Our waters
are a precious natural resource, and they are a critical component of both our
way of life and Minnesota’s $11 billion tourism industry. Minnesota must do
more to halt the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS), which can have a
devastating impact on water quality, habitat, and recreational use.

Every month the DNR declares more and more Minnesota lakes and
sub-watershed systems as infested by one AIS or another. The time is now to
increase protection for our lakes by means of increased inspection/
decontamination programs, new funding sources, and long-term funding for
scientific research. The University of Minnesota has only recently begun
working on research that could help stop the spread of AIS, but possible out-
comes are years away. We believe these specific legislative changes must be
addressed:

e Modification to AIS Minnesota Statute 84D to specifically follow the

“Uniform Minimum Protocol and Standards (UMPS) for Watercraft

o Interception Programs for Dreissenid Mussels in the Western United
States” or more restrictive protocols for AIS programs which are substanti-
ated by science-based research;

e Modification to Minnesota AIS Statute 84D to require a certified thermal
decontamination process for non-compliance of AIS laws. This process
must deliver consistent results, be readily available for public use, and
includes:

* A control mechanism as a means to verify thermal decontamination
has been completed after non-compliance;

* A required certified training program for every decontamination
equipment operator;

# A third-party verification program to ensure decontamination
procedures are consistently followed;

* An annual legislative report by the State Agency administrating the
decontamination program;

e Use of Outdoor Heritage Fund (portion of 2008 Clean Water, Land and
Legacy Amendment) to protect fish habitat from AIS; with funds available
to Local Government Units (LGU) for thermal decontamination equipment
and programs;

¢ Establishment of a long-term funding source for AIS field programs such as
an AIS decal purchase for all watercraft;

o Establishment of adequate long-term funding for the Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) at the U of M to develop
effective prevention and containment methods for invasive animals and
more effective control methods to reduce aquatic invasive plant popula-
tions;

Minnesota must respond immediately to the AIS threats facing our Land of
10,000 Lakes in order to preserve our outdoor recreational traditions, native fish
populations and habitat, and water quality, all of which are essential to our
tourism industry. If left unchecked, there may not be an opportunity for
reversal. Future generations are counting on us today to do the right thing. We
simply cannot rely on “personal responsibly” and our current ineffective solu-
tions.

For more information, contact: Tom Nelson, President, Minnesota Coalitions
of Lake Associations, nelso885@umn.edu, (218) 259-9752.

MN COLA

e iy,
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Minmddata Coalitlon of Lake Ampociatisns

MN COLA is a statewide citizen
network of county lake and river
associations, representing the
interests of over 40,000 lakeshore
property owners, organized to
protect and improve the waters

and shore lands of the State of
Minnesota.

2014 Fishing Seasons

May 10-Feb 22.Northern Pike,
Sauger, Walleye
May 10-Sept 30 Lake Trout

May 16-Oct 31 .. Stream Trout,
In Lakes

May 24-Feb 22. Smallmouth &
Largemouth Bass

June 7-Dec 1 Muskie

Sept 8-Feb 22 Smallmouth
Bass, Catch & Release Only

Sept 15-30 Stream Trout,
Catch & Release Only

Nov 15-Feb 22 Dark House
Spearing
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