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Greetings from LFARCC President 
Craig Panning 
   As we all look forward to another lake season, we're still 
facing worldwide challenges. While Covid-19 seems under 
control (for the time being), the war in Ukraine rages on 
and inflation hits worldwide. Let's all hope for some 
resolution of these items as we move through 2022. 
   How that we are all getting back to a more normal 
routine, I would like to bring everyone up to date on some 
of the projects your LFARCC Area Reps are currently 
working on. More detailed information on some of these 
will follow in this newsletter. 
-Zebra Mussels made their first appearance on our lake in 
2021.  Brian Knox is monitoring the spread and watching 
for approved treatment. 
-A breach was discovered in the outlet structure that 
allows water to leave the lake and flow into Eagle Creek. 
Mike Furst is working with DNR representatives on a 
permanent fix. 
-Tom Stanton has applied for and secured grant funds 
through Meeker County for 2022 increased boat launch 
inspections at the south boat launch, and water quality 
testing cost reimbursement. 
-Tim Pivec, Brian Knox and Kris Nelson are coordinating 
the refurbishing of all the lake area signs. This project will 
continue through the month of April and into May. 
-LFARCC By-Laws, Meeting Minutes and Meeting Agendas 
are now posted on the LFARCC web-site. Janice Smith and 
Kris Nelson worked through this process. 
-Mike Furst is coordinating buoy installation at the 
swimming beach in cooperation with the Kingston 
Township Board.   
-All Area Reps are working on events for a Weekend of 
Lake Activities, planned for this summer. 
   None of the above projects would happen without the 
dedication of your fellow lake area residents who 
volunteer to help the LFARCC thrive as a volunteer 
organization. I would like to welcome 3 new Area Reps 
who volunteered this past year. Mark Plusa, Hillcrest, Tom 
Stanton, Holiday Beach and John Vajda, Melody Lane.  A 
big THANK YOU to all Volunteers.  See complete list in 
next column. 
   In closing, I would like to thank everyone who has been 
or currently is a member of LFARCC. Your support is much 
appreciated and your membership dues help fund LFARCC 
activities and projects. If you aren't a member, I 
encourage you to consider joining. Membership gives 
many opportunities to get to know your lake neighbors. 
   See you at the Lake, 
Craig Panning, LFARCC President 
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Zebra Mussels Find Their Way 
to Lake Francis 

   The first sighting of the Aquatic Invasive Species, zebra 
mussel, on Lake Francis, was June 5, 2021. A single mussel 
was found attached to a pop can along the Holiday Beach 
area. Through the summer approximately 6 additional 
mussels were sighted along Sunset Terrace. The area DNR 
representative confirmed indeed zebra mussels were 
found on our lake later this past summer. After 
confirmation by the DNR, a sign designating Lake Francis 
as an infested lake (Zebra Mussels) has been posted at the 
north boat launch.   
   Zebra mussels probably arrived to the Great Lakes in the 
1980's via the discharged Ballast water of ships from 
Europe. Since they are spreading too many bodies of 
water throughout the country, a great deal of research 
time and money has been dedicated to find a successful 
method of elimination of the zebra mussel. To date, all 
the research has not produced a successful method of 
elimination. 
   To survive, a mussel must attach itself to an object.  
Objects include docks, boats, ramps, rocks etc. For now, 
the zebra mussels are here and will spread. The best way 
to control the rapid spread is to remove and destroy the 
mussels as you discover them.  
   There isn't enough room to get into more detail in this 
newsletter, but if you are interested in more research, 
just google zebra mussel and you can read all about the 
little creatures.  We are also fortunate to have the 
Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center at 
the University of Minnesota located in the Twin Cities. 
Check out their web-site https://www.maisrc.umn.edu    
for information on many types of AIS. 
   Brian Knox, our AIS Watch Coordinator, will continue to 
monitor research on the zebra mussel. You can also help 
by monitoring your areas and remove and destroy any 
mussels you find. You will be updated as new information 
becomes available. 
 
 

Treasurer's Update: report submitted 
March 22, 2022 by Mike Oesterrich, LFARCC Treas.  
 
   2021 was a back to normal year from a financial 
perspective.  The annual meeting, picnic and golf outing 
event had been cancelled in 2020, due to Covid-19 
concerns.            
   Total 2021 income was $13,558., up $2,913. over 2020. 
Primary reasons for increase included: golf outing event 
fundraiser $1,478., new Kingston Mini Mart burger night 
fundraiser $1,060. and a $720. increase in membership 
dues collected. 
  2021 expenses, prior to funding LFARCC reserves, were 
$3,571 vs. $2,492 in 2020.  The 2021 increase was due to 
resumption of the lake area picnic $961. and the annual 
membership meeting $303. 
 Treasurer's Update Cont. on next column 
 

Treasurer's Update Continued 
  After expenses, the LFARCC Board of Area Reps. 
approved allocating $9,000. to LFARCC reserves. This total 
was made up of $4,530. collected from membership dues 
and $4,470. from other sources. 
Total AIS Reserves are now $92,289. and  
Total Conservation Reserves are now $8,866.  The AIS 
Reserves allow the board to react quickly to address any 
future AIS issues should it be determined treatment or 
preventative action is needed.  The Conservation Reserves 
are held for any project to improve water quality. If you 
have any financial related questions, please feel free to 
contact Mike. 
 
 

COME JOIN LFARCC 
There are two option for completing your membership 
application. Either Online or through the Mail. Choose 
your favorite option. Membership fee $45.00 annually. 
-Steps to Join or Renew Online: 
1.  Go to LakeFrancisMN.org and highlight Membership 
Info. 
2. Click on" Online Membership Form-Individual" link. 
3.  Complete the Membership Form, then click "Submit" 
     (Your membership will be emailed to the FLARCC) 
4.  Choose to submit your dues payment via check or      
click on the PayPal button to charge using PayPal,  
Master Card, Visa, Discover or American Express. 
 
-Steps to Join Or Renew through the Mail: 
1.  Tear out and complete printed Membership Form 
      Included in this Newsletter. 
2.  Return with check to address on Form. 
     THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

 
Annual Membership Meeting 

 The LFARCC Annual Membership Meeting is scheduled 
for Sat. June 25, at the Kingston Community Center. A 
Social and Sign-in begins at 8:30 am with Membership 
Meeting starting at 9:00am Opening speaker will be a 
Rep. from the DNR.  The topic of discussion will be the 
breach in the Outlet Structure where lake water flows into 
Eagle Creek.  

WATERCRAFT INSPECTION GRANT RECEIVED 
   Thanks to the efforts of Tom Stanton, Area Rep from 
Holiday Beach, the LFARCC was award a 2022 watercraft 
inspection grant through the Meeker County AIS 
Prevention and Management Program. Grant will provide 
boat inspectors at the south landing Saturdays and 
Sundays from fishing opener through Labor Day. LFARCC 
maximum grant match cost will not exceed $650. 
   Boat inspectors at the north launch will again be 
provided through the Meeker County Watercraft 
Inspection program, at no cost to the LFARCC. The 2021 
program provided 528 hours of inspection, inspecting 707 
watercraft, with 72% of inspection performed on fishing 
boats. 

 
 



2022 LFARCC Business Members 
Locally owned businesses are the backbone of our area communities! Please look to LFARCC Business Mem- 
bers first when shopping and dining, or when you’re in need of professional services. If you’d like to learn 
more about the benefits of business membership , visit lakefrancismn.org or contact Janice Smith at 320- 
980-3487 or Nancy Friesen at 763-295-2332. 
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• General Contracting 
• Home Improvements 
• Handyman Services 
• Renovations 
• + more 

www.AspenOakMN.com  
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   Anyone looking for some extra cash? Or a seasonal job? 
Anchor Dock and Lift, one of our business members, is looking 
to hire people for AIS boat inspections at public boat landings 
throughout Wright County this season. They are also looking for 
dock installers for the season.   
   If interested, contact jeffersonbishop@anchordock.com  
 
                                                                                                                              

320-00-4007 
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The LFARCC newsletters are delivered via e-mail. We take your privacy seriously and will not share your 

e-mail address — it will only be used for distribution of the newsletter and LFARCC-related business.

 Please check if any of your contact information has changed since last year. 

Lake Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Lake Area: _________________________________ Lot #: _____________________________________ 

Lake Phone (if different from Primary Phone listed above): _______________________________________ 

Is your lake residence?:  Primary  Seasonal/Occasional 

If your lake address is not your primary residence, please complete the following: 

Primary Street Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Primary City/State/ZIP: ________________________________________________________________ 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION 
In the past, the Club has printed a complete directory of all lake property owners and members’ primary home 
and lake addresses and phone numbers. The Board makes this directory available only to paid members at 
the Annual Meeting in June. This is useful to many in helping direct visitors to specific locations on the lake. 
Lake neighbors can also easily identify names of other property owners to contact in the event of an  
emergency (storm damage, break-ins, etc).  

 Yes, please list my information in the directory. I understand the directory will only be distributed to 
lake property owners who are Club members and not to those who would use it for solicitations. 

 No, I do not want my information listed in the directory. 

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
Membership is open to a single person or family, including children under the age of 18. Children 18 or older 
are expected to have their own membership to participate as Members. NOTE: A portion of your membership 
fee will go into the Club’s “Aquatic Invasive Species Fund.” This fund will be used in part to eradicate any type 
of invasive species should it be discovered. The Lake Francis ARCC is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. 

 My/our $45 membership fee is enclosed. Make checks payable to Lake Francis ARCC. 

 I/we wish to contribute an additional $__________ to the Lake Francis ARCC this year to further 
fund AIS protection and other important projects. 

Please return this form with your membership fee to: 
Membership—Lake Francis ARCC, PO Box 81, South Haven, MN 55382 

 ICE OUT CONTEST ENTRY (Entry must be postmarked 72 hours before “ice out.”) DOP:____________ 

Lake Francis will be 90% ice free on: 
(month)_______________ (day)______________ (time)_______________ a.m./p.m. (circle one) 

LAKE FRANCIS AREA RECREATION & CONSERVATION CLUB 

2022 Individual/Family Membership Registration Registration Deadline: May 15, 2022 

Name(s): ________________________________________________  New Membership  Renewal 

Primary Phone: ______________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ 

IMPORTANT: Please complete information on back! 

Newsletter 

GO TO LAKEFRANCISMN.ORG TO USE THE ONLINE MEMBERSHIP & PAYMENT FORM! 



HELP PROTECT LAKE FRANCIS: Holiday Beach Volunteer AIS Monitors 

 Yes, I’m interested in volunteering as a Holiday Beach Volunteer AIS Monitor (or learning more). 

The Lake Association and Lake Francis residents provide volunteer Aquatic Invasive Species  
Monitors at Holiday Beach on high-traffic weekends. Volunteers will greet boaters at the landing, 
inspect for aquatic invasive species and hand out printed material about species that threaten to 
invade all Minnesota waterways, including Lake Francis. Free AIS inspection training will be  
provided to volunteers and residents. The training is recommended for volunteers, but not required. 

We welcome anyone to be a volunteer AIS Monitor! Volunteer one hour or 20—we’ll find a date and 
time that best suits you. 

Your contribution of time will help us meet in-kind service requirements for lake conservation grants 
and water-quality monitoring efforts. OUR GOAL IS 150 HOURS OF VOLUNTEERISM! Many 
hands make light work—let’s work together to protect Lake Francis. 

PLEASE SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS! 
The LFARCC is a membership-driven organization and the Board values your opinion. If there are 
topics or projects you’d like to see the Association address or ways you would gain more value from 
your membership, please share your thoughts below. You are also welcome to contact your Area 
Rep or any member of the Board of Directors at any time. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

OTHER WAYS TO HELP LAKE FRANCIS 
The support of membership dollars is only a part of what Lake Francis ARCC needs to survive and be 
effective. What is most important is active contributions from our membership! It takes more than the 
efforts of a very small minority of members. We need your help, too! 

Check below if you’re interested in learning more about the jobs/committees listed below: 

 Annual Picnic  Facebook Administrator 
 Annual Meeting  Lake Area Representative 
 Membership   Eagle Creek Maintenance Representative to one or more 
 AIS Watch   Newsletter of the following: 
 Signs (Summer Postings)  New Homeowner Packet   Meeker County Association 
 Lake Water Level Monitor  Advertising   of Lakes 
 Secci Disk Reader  DNR Liaison  Wright County Association 
 Rain/Snow Data Monitor  Floating Bog   of Lakes & Rivers 
 Aquatic Invasive Species Team  Water Testing   Minnesota Lakes Association 



Weekend of Lake Activities 
August 5-7, 2022 

Mark your calendars now for a fun filled weekend at the 
Lake, Aug. 5-7.  Most of the LFARCC summer sponsored 
activities will occur during that weekend. The weekend of 
events will include: 
-Kingston Mini Mart Burger Night, Fri. August 5, 5-7 pm 
Kingston Mini Mart, one of the LFARCC Bus. Members, 
sponsors Friday Night Burger Night throughout the 
summer. Local organizations are invited to help with 
serving and other duties in exchange for sharing in the 
evening profits. August 5 is designated as LFARCC Burger 
Night. In 2021 the event raised $1060. for LFARCC. Many 
lake residents came out and joined many other area folks 
to enjoy a great burger and conservation. That was one of 
the largest events to date.  Come join us this summer. 
-Annual Lake Picnic, Sat. August 6, 1 pm 
The 2022 Annual Lake Picnic will be hosted by the Holiday 
Beach Neighborhood. Jim Kirchhofer and Tom Stanton, 
Holiday Beach Area Reps will coordinate the event. The 
2021 event was hosted by Melody Lane at the property of 
Roger and Diann Carlson. Al Smith, Area Rep and his wife 
Kathy coordinated the picnic. A big thanks to all who 
helped. 135 of your lake neighbors enjoyed great food, 
good company and consumed 35 pounds of pulled pork. 
-6th Annual Golf Outing, Sun, August 7, Tee-Off 9 am 
The 6th Annual Golf Outing will take place at the Kimball 
Golf Club. The Fund Raising Event will be coordinated by 
Jan Anderson and Kore Grate. A big thank you to both. 
Included in the fee of $45. is the golf, golf cart and lunch 
ticket. Prizes will be available. Start organizing your teams 
now, or sign up as an individual.  The 2021 event saw 49 
golfers enjoy a fun day of golf, good food and raised 
$1478. for the LFARCC, 
Detailed information for all events will be distributed to 
all lake area residents sometime in July. For now, save the 
date and plan for a fun filled weekend at the Lake. 
 

Lake Francis Precipitation-2021 
Information provided by Wally and LeVonne Erickson 

This is the last report from Wally and LeVonne. They moved 
off the lake after being involved in the LFARCC for 23 years. 
A big thanks to them for supplying this info. over the years. 
Month                              Rain                                Snow 
January                             -                                    4.5 in 
February                           -                                  13.5 in 
March                             1.60 in                            8.5 in   
April                                2.17 in                            1.0 in 
May                                 1.60 in                                - 
June                                   .50 in                                - 
July                                   1.83 in                               - 
August                             4.21 in                                - 
September                      3.38 in                                - 
October                           3.66 in                                - 
November                         .50 in                            2.25 in 
December                         .50 in                          17.75 in 
TOTALS                          19.95 IN.                       47.50 IN. 
According to the National Weather Service, Annandale  
MN. Averages 30 in. of rain and 43 in. of snow annually. 

   BREACH DISCOVERED AT OUTLET STRUCTURE                                      
   A breach in the structure that controls the release of 
water from Lake Francis to Eagle Creek was discovered 
last year. The structure is designed to maintain lake water 
levels at the Ordinary High Water Level. (As of October21, 
2021 the lake level was 1.9 ft. below that level.)  
   The structure is owned by the Minnesota DNR and is 
maintained by Hutchinson Fisheries. A repair project is in 
the design and budgeting process at this time. Mike Furst, 
Area Rep from Ranta Lane, is the LFARCC contact on the 
project. The goal is to have the repair completed prior to 
lake levels returning to the Ordinary High Water Level. 
   A DNR representative is schedule to be the opening 
speaker at the June 25 LFARCC Annual Meeting. 
Additional information will be available at the meeting.                                                                                                      

WATER QUALITY REMAIN STEADY, WHILE 
WATER LEVEL REACHES MULTI YEAR LOW 

   While water quality remain steady, water levels are 
reaching multi year lows. Brian Knox draws water samples 
annual for water quality testing. Brian reports result 
remain consistent over recent years. Tom Stanton applied 
for and received a $400. water testing grant from Meeker 
County Assoc. of Lakes. This grant will pay for the 2022 
water testing. 
   While water quality remains consistent, the current 
water level is at multi year lows. The graph below shows 
water levels for the past 10 years. For more information 
on water quality and water levels, go to 
www.rmbel.info/data.     

 
LAKE AREA SIGNS RECEIVE UPDATE 

Just a heads up. Thanks to Kris Nelson, Tim Pivec and 
Brian Knox, the Lake Area Signs will be updated and 
repaired as necessary during the month of April. The 
location maps will be replaced and portions of sign frames 
will be repaired as needed. 

BOARD MEMBERS WIFE PASSES 
Donna Stanton, long time lake resident and wife of 
LFARCC Board Member Tom Stanton, died Friday, April 8.  
Please keep Tom and his family in your thoughts as they 
deal with their loss. 

Lake Francis Ice Out 2022 
Ice out Judges, Brian and Cheryl Knox, report official 2022 
ice out date and time as: 

Wednesday, April 13, 10:30 am 
Winners of Ice Out contest are Al and Kathy Smith, 
Melody Lane, with a guess of April 13, 2:15 pm. With a 
close second guess are Todd and Georgina Davis, Holiday 
Beach, with a guess of April 13, 5:20 pm 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    



 
Interested in Volunteering? The LFARCC has opportunities for you and your 

Family to give back, ensuring that Lake Francis thrives for years to come! 
 
2022 LFARCC Calendar of Events 
June 25………………………………………..Annual Membership Meeting, 8:30 am. Social, 9:00 am. Meeting 
                                                              Kingston Community Center (Opening Speaker from DNR) 
June 25………………………………………..Board Meeting, following conclusion of Annual Meeting 
                                                              Kingston Community Center 
July 4……………………………………………4th of July Lake Francis Boat Parade, 1:00 pm. 
                                                              Participants meet at Main Boat Landing/Public Beach Area  
Lake Francis, Weekend of Lake Activities: 
     August 5…………………………….…….Lake Francis Friday Burger Night 5:00 pm. - 7:00pm. 
                                                               Kingston Mini Mart, 31083 State Hwy. 15, Kingston 
     August 6……………………………….….Lake Francis Annual Picnic, 1:00 pm. 
                                                               Holiday Beach Neighborhood 
     August 7…………………………….…….6th Annual Lake Francis Golf Outing, Time Tee-Off 9:00 am 
                                                               Kimball Golf Club 
September 10……………………………….Board Meeting, 9:00 am. South Haven City Hall 
December 3………………………………….Board Meeting, 9:00 am.  South Haven City Hall 
  
                             Watch the LFARCC Web Site and Facebook page for updates! 

Area Recreation & Conservation Club, Inc. 
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